


Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street 423-2285 
Sunday 12:00 -1:30 p.m., sandwiches and 
snacks after church service 

Monday to Thursday - 

10:30 a.m. — sandwiches 

Tuesday and Friday - noon — hot lunch for 
women 

Friday 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 12116-102 Avenue 488-1118 
5:00 meal every 3rd Saturday of the month 


Herb Jamieson Centre 10014-105A Avenue 
429-3470 

Only for men who are not on assistance. If on 
assistance, they must get permission form 
their worker 

Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 7:45 breakfast 
12:00 to 12:45 p.m. lunch 
5:00 to 5:45 p.m. supper 
11:00 to 11:45 a.m. brunch 
4:00 to 4:45 p.m. supper 


Weekends 


Edmonton Inner City Victory Church 
10665-98 Street 
Friday 7:00 to 8:00 meal 


House of Refuge Mission 
10339-95 Street 
Daily-8:00 p.m. meal 


J-Jireh Mission Soup Kitchen - East 
11905- 82 Street 489-9138 
Wednesday and Sunday 4:00 p.m. meal 


J-Jireh Mission Soup Kitchen - west 
10137 — 150 Street 489-9138 
Thursday - 4:00 p.m. meal 
Sunday - 10:00 a.m. meal 


Lighthouse Ministries 3010-119 Avenue 
EE or 474-8086 














Marian Centre ..~ 
10528-98 Street 424-354: 
Daily except Wednesday 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 
Closed from the 27th of each month to re- 


open the 1st of next month 


Mustard Seed 


- 10636-96 Street 


426-5600 
Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:00 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Operation Friendship 
9526-106 Avenue 429-2626 
Monday to Friday - 9:00 a.m. breakfast 
Monday to Sunday - 12:00 noon lunch 
5:00 p.m. supper 
for seniors 55 and over only 


Red Road Healing Society 

4225-118 Avenue 471-3220 

Tuesday and Thursday — 5:00 p.m. meal 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 soup and bannock 


River of Life Church 

11368-95 Street 479-6762 
Thursday and Friday — 

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. lunch 


Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209 - 123 Street 482-1587 
Second Saturday of each month — 
5:00 p.m. meal 


Sai Sadan 
9619-101 Avenue upstairs 
Wednesday —- 6:00 p.m. meal 


Salvation Army 
9620-101A Avenue 242-9222 
Friday - 7:30 a.m. _ breakfast 


St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 


9606-110 Avenue 426-1122 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday — 7:00 to 
9:00 a.m. breakfast 


St. Faith’s Anglican 

11725-93 Street — parish hall 

477-5931 

Thursday — 12;30 p.m. soup 

Saturday - 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411- Fort Road 
Monday — 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. If not, 
a bag lunch is given. 


Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
11610 — 95A St. 

Worship Services 10AM & 6PM Sunday 
Mondays 6:15 Youth Gym Night 
Thursdays 6:15 Soup & Study — Free! 
Info: Pete Wright — 479-1860 
www.orcurc.org 


B's Diner -100 Street and Whyte Avenue - 
meals, Wednesdays 1 to 3 p.m. 


Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre - 
15210-Stoney Plain road - meals - Mondays 7 
to 8 p.m. 


Free Soup, sandwich and other food Items at: 
One Accord Bible F Baptist Church 

10802 - 93rd street, 

from: 

10:00 to 1:00 pm 

Saturdays 

for Info: 425-6310 

or 710-6311 
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Hospitals and the Edmonton 
Remand Centre provide high cost 
housing for our homeless 


After living on the 
streets for several 
months, Edmonton 
Street News vendor 
_ Dale Ferris now has 
“| 
4 








4 very expensive hous- 
* ing for the next five 
weeks at the 
- University of Alberta 
Hospital. He was 

3 admitted a while ago 
with a badly infected hand, and he doesn’t 
know yet if his hand can be saved, because 
if the infection spreads to the bone, his hand 
will have to be amputated. This is the third 
infection Dale has been treated for in the 
past three months. The first was a danger- 
ously infected arm, the result of an incident 
when he was picked up by the Edmonton 
City Police. Dale said his arm was injured by 
the handcuffs that were too tight. Dale’s arm 
had been left weakened by an accident some 
years ago, which also resulted in amputation 
of his leg and a brain injury. The scrape on 
his weakened arm from the tight hand cuffs 
became infected, and for three weeks Dale 
was bandaged from wrist to elbow, and med- 
icated with antibiotics and Tylenol Fours for 
the pain. His arm finally healed, but then his 
stump became infected, and he had to quit 
wearing his prosthetic leg. 

Dale found it much more difficult to get 
around in a wheel chair. It’s hard enough 
just to be homeless, but to try and find safe 
hidden places to sleep was much more dif- 
ficult with the wheel chair. Dale could no 
longer go down into the river valley to put up 
his tent, so he got ticketed with a fine for 
trespassing when he pitched his tent ina 
south side park. If he is unable to pay his 
ticket, he will find more temporary housing 
in the Remand Centre at some future date 
when picked up for the warrant on his 
unpaid fine. 

Unfortunately, Dale is not the only home- 
less person to suffer a serious infection from 
a relatively minor injury. Alvin Volrath, aka 
Snowman, nearly lost his arm from a similar 
infection resulting from a scraped elbow. 
Another homeless man had his lower leg 
amputated when a scrape along his shin 
became badly infected and the infection 
spread to the bone. 

And Dale is not the only homeless person 
to be ticketed for sleeping. Tickets are also 
issued for relieving oneself in public, drink- 
ing in public, being drunk in public, and for 
riding on the LRT without a ticket. All of 
these fines can’t be paid by persons without 
an income. Warrants are put out, the person 
picked up, and for a day or so has expensive 
housing in the over crowded Edmonton 
Remand Centre. 

Bob (not his real name) who just spent a 
few days inside that big house, said he was 
on the geriatric unit with other old men over 
fifty, and that he had an inside reunion with 
relatives and friends. He shared a cell, origi- 
nally designed for single occupancy, with two 
other men. Bob got the top bunk, another 
inmate had the lower bunk and a third slept 
on a mattress on the floor. The close quar- 
ters created tensions — one major one being 
the use of the toilet and stinking up the cell. 


Bob said you could get beaten up for that 
infraction. 

Bob is a none smoker, but he said the no 
smoking rule has created a ‘black market’ on 
the sale of lighters and cigarettes - as much 
as $50 for a lighter! And he was no longer 
served tea because the tea can be smoked, 
so he drank a lot of coffee. 

After a trip to the magic room, so called 
because this is the room you wait in to make 
a court appearance, to get out on bail, or for 
sentencing, and from which the doors open 
in many directions, Bob was released. He 
said, “You can go anywhere from that room.” 

While inside, Bob also got to experience 
pepper spray, but indirectly, and that was 
close enough. When a fight broke out 
between a couple of other guys, they were 
pepper sprayed, and Bob, being in the same 
holding room, as well as the guards, got the 
side effects. Bob said, “This one female guard 
had tears just streaming down her face from 
the pepper spray.” 

The high cost of medical care and law 
enforcement for the homeless far outweighs 
the money directed by the three levels of gov- 
ernment towards housing. The excuse I was 
given for the refusal to address this issue is 
that the government has “silos” of jurisdic- 
tion, and these each are funded separately, 
so the department concerned with housing 
does not share information with the one con- 
cerned with health care or the one concerned 
with law enforcement. When you look at the 
whole picture, however, the high cost of 
homelessness is blatantly obvious to anyone 
who takes a few minutes to speak with 
homeless people or visits any of the many 
agencies or individuals serving the needs of 
homeless people, but somehow our govern- 
ment chooses to overlook the facts. 

Instead, the emphasis of our government 
has been focused on the ‘housing crisis’ and 
not taking a holistic view of the homeless 
individuals trying to survive on the streets. 
There is still a punitive attitude towards 
poverty based on Victorian ideals. Too much 
effort is on eradicating homelessness by 
eradicating homeless people instead of pro- 
viding basic care to homeless persons to sus- 
tain quality of life until they can be housed. 

Homeless street people are just the 
visible symptom of a much deeper systemic 
problem that must be addressed. Out of 
sight is not good enough. Jailing homeless 
people for crimes of life, or removing home- 
less people from Whyte Avenue and dropping 
them off at a shelter or in some other neigh- 
bourhood, giving residents of the tent city 
tickets out of the city, or when the Klein gov- 
ernment issued tickets out of province, has 
not addressed the problem. The people come 
back in a few days, weeks or months, or oth- 
ers take their place. 

There is money available. All that is 
needed by our government is the will to act 
which begins with acknowledgement of the © 
basic human right of every individual to be 
housed, to have food, to have a toilet, to 









New housing for large Aboriginal families opens in November 


Nellie Nome Manor, a supportive housing 
project to accommodate large Aboriginal fam- 
ilies who are currently homeless or at risk of 
becoming homeless, officially opened with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony October 12. Located 
at 59 Street and 118 Avenue, the project has 
six units of housing each with six bedrooms, 
and is a partnership between the UMISK 
Affordable Housing Society, the Edmonton 
Housing Trust Fund, the Family Shelter 
Network, The Bissell Centre, and Concept 
Homes. 

The housing project was named for 
Aboriginal elder Nellie Nome from Lac St. 


(And who’s your representative in the 


By Allan Sheppard 

The October 20 edition of the Edmonton 
Journal carried a letter to the editor from 
Rona Ambrose, MP for Spruce Grove and fed- 
eral Minister of Western Diversification (City 
has voice in gov't). 

Ambrose wanted to challenge a statement 
in an October 14 editorial in which the 
Journal suggested that Edmonton might not 
be as well represented as it should be at the 
federal cabinet table. She pointed out that 
she is in cabinet and able and willing to rep- 
resent Edmonton’s interests. She then 
reminded the Journal and its readers that 
she and her “seven Edmonton-area col- 
leagues” in the federal government had “suc- 
cessfully delivered hundreds of millions of 
dollars in new funding for infrastructure proj- 
ects and other initiatives to Edmonton.” 

Whether that money came to us because 
of or in spite of the efforts of Ambrose and 
her colleagues is a question we are notin a 
position to answer. But let’s take her claim at 
face value. She did it, with a little help from 
her friends. It’s the next statement in her let- 
ter that puzzles me: “My passion for our city 
goes far beyond just delivering funding to 
meet the community's needs; it involves a 
deep desire to listen to the people of 
Edmonton and ensure that I can effectively 
communicate their views about the important 
issues we face as Canadians.” Hmmm. How 
might she do that? 

She reminds us that she had recently 
held a meeting in her riding, and that 130 
people had attended. She implied that some 
of them had come from Edmonton, but she 
did not actually say so. Given the ambiguity, 
Il hope she will forgive me if | assume the 
audience included few, if any, people from 
Edmonton. It certainly did not include any- 
one from the Journal, as Ambrose was 
delighted to point out. 

Her point, as I take it, is that she repre- 
sents Edmontonians to cabinet in Ottawa— 
and if you want to be heard, you have to 
travel to Spruce Grove for the privilege. I 
should have thought that an ambitious MP 
with pretensions to serve as Edmonton’s rep- 
resentative in cabinet would make an effort to 
hold a meeting in Edmonton, now and then. 
That way she could make it clear that she not 
only says she represents Edmonton but also 
actually takes steps to do so. And it would 
make it possible for people on low and mar- 
ginal incomes (who, like me, do not have per- 
sonal transportation) to get to Spruce Grove 
and attend. But then some of her colleagues 
with seats in Edmonton might think she was 
invading their turf. Which makes my point, I 
think. They would probably shout GOMBY! 
Get out of my back yard. Ambrose can’t really 
represent Edmonton in any useful way. 

The MP from Spruce Grove represents 
Spruce Grove. The MPs from Edmonton rep- 
resent specific ridings in Edmonton. For 





Anne. She lived in the Kinuso/Swan River 
area with her husband and raised seven chil- 
dren, numerous grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews in their large extended family. Her 
home was always open for people with no 
place to stay, and there was always a pot of 
soup on the stove even though there was 
often no heat in the home. Nellie regularly 
took in entire families and housed them in 
her bedroom, and had three couches in her 
living room for people to sleep on. Nellie and 
her husband would hide children under their 
beds when the people from the local Mission 
came to take them away, for Nellie always 


said, “You can’t throw children away”, and 
made sure they were looked after. 

The tenant counselor for UMISK, the 
Family Shelter Network and the Bissell 
Centre will provide necessary support servic- 
es for all tenants to ensure families maintain 
their residency and improve their quality of 
life. There is a policy of zero tolerance to alco- 
hol and drugs consumed or used in the proj- 
CCE; 

The housing project, valued at $1.8 mil- 
lion, opens in November, with rents at $700 
per month per townhouse. 

Edmonton Housing Trust Fund 


Who’s your Daddy? 
federal cabinet?) 


here in order to cater to seats it needs to win 
in Quebec, if it hopes to win a majority. 

Ambrose found it wasn’t easy being green. 
Now she may find it isn’t easy being 
Edmonton, either. 


Senior’s Rent Too High — Part II 


One month since our last article about 
my good friend Lucy, a miracle has hap- 
pened. About two years ago Lucy applied 
through Capital Regional Housing for the 
subsidy to help pay her rent. Lucy went 
through Debbie, a Social Worker at Seniors 
Association of Greater Edmonton (SAGE), 
to apply for this subsidy; then she was con- 
stantly phoning the government every week 
to see if this subsidy had gone through. 
Last month she was told that her applica- 
tion for a subsidy had been turned down. 

Her rent is increasing to $900.00 by 
Dec. 1, 2007. Lucy did not want to move 
out of her apartment, so she also contacted 
Kevin Taft, Liberal leader of Alberta to 
speak up for her about this urgent issue 
and had her name put on the prayer list at 
her church. 

Finally, on Oct. 5, 2005 Lucy was 
informed by the Capital Regional Housing 
that her subsidy had gone through. Lucy, 
who is also scheduled to get her hip sur- 
gery done in January of 2008, will not have 
to search the City of Edmonton, in order to 
find a new apartment that may or may not 
be affordable. 


Ambrose to suggest anything different is 
disingenuous. Or worse: grandstanding. 
Either way, we may not get what we need or 
deserve from the Harper government, which 
may feel it can afford to ignore safe seats 

































By Norma Harms 


Hugh MacDonald, MLA 
Edmonton-Gold Bar 










Constituency Office 
Edmonton Gold Bar 
#102, 7024 — 101 Avenue, NW 
Edmonton, Alberta T6A O0H7 
Tel: 414-1015 
Fax: 414-1017 


e-mail: hugh.macdonald @assembly.ab.ca 
website: www.liberalopposition.com 
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United Nations takes a look at Homelessness in Canada 


A man lay fast asleep on a sidewalk of 
East Hastings Street when Miloon Kothari, 
the United Nations’ special rapporteur on 
adequate housing, walked into Insite just 
one door away. It was about 8:45 a.m. on 
October 16, the first of the two-day official 
visit by the Geneva-based UN official to 
Vancouver. 

On a mission to assess housing condi- 
tions in Canada, Kothari had never been to 
the Downtown Eastside, often referred to as 
the poorest postal code in the country. Inside 
Insite, he asked a staff member how the first 
legally supervised injection facility in North 
America works, and whether or not homeless 
people with drug problems use its services. 
From there, he was driven around the neigh- 
bourhood before he started to receive reports 
from housing advocates and hear accounts 
from homeless people at a forum at SFU's 
downtown campus. 

According to Kothari, what he has seen 
and heard so far was "very disturbing". 

"It's quite clear that there's a major 
housing crisis here in Vancouver," 

Kothari told the Georgia Straight . "Much 
more needs to be done, both as an emer- 
gency response and a longer-term 
response—more housing options for people, 
including more transitional housing and 
social housing." 

Kothari also said that he finds it almost 
unbelievable that a rich country like Canada 
would have homeless people. 

"What is striking to me is the fact that 
you have such incredible wealth and pros- 
perity that's just a few blocks away from so 
much poverty and social problems," he said. 
"I think it's really something that I'm trying 
to understand. I will be asking the govern- 
ment what is the reason why even a small — 


part of the incredible sums of money gener- 


ated by real estate and tourism cannot be 
put back into the system so that people do 
not have to live in these conditions." 
Kothari's visit couldn't have come at a 
better time for housing advocates who had 
designated October 15 to 21 as Lo 
ness-action week. On October 14, Anti- 
Poverty Committee activists tried to occupy. 
Burns Block, an abandoned former soc 
housing balding n West Ha tings tree 
ck 





































Bruce Miller 


MLA, Edmonton-Glenora 


#207 10110-124 St 
Edmonton AB TSN 1P6 


Phone: 455-7979 Fax: 455-2197 


edmonton.glenora@assembly.ab.ca 
http://www.brucemiller.ca 


|2005. 


_ {have housing-affordability issues in 2004. 


lin May 2007 for the Calgary-based Sheldon 
__|Chumir Foundation for Ethics in Leadership. | 


there's none of it being built, what's going to 
happen?” he said. "What's going to happen is 
the middle-class people are not going to be 

able to afford the high-priced condominiums, 


townhouses, and single-family homes, even if 


their income is $75,000 to $100,000. They're 
going to rent the apartments that formerly 
lower-income people were renting." 

Citing the example of Toronto, where he 
has done social-housing projects, Rotberg 
said that developers can be given grants to 
encourage them to put up housing projects 
for middle-income earners. "Unless you culti- 
vate and grow your modest-priced rental sec- 
tor, you're creating homelessness because 
people fall out of the bottom end of the mar- 
ket," he said. 

Over at 950 Main Street, the eight tents 
that had sprung up are providing temporary 
shelter for 15 homeless people, according to 
Kristen Wade, a Streams of Justice member. 

"The only way to solve homelessness is to 
build houses and also to increase welfare 
rates so that people can afford to live in the 
city," Wade told the Straight . "There isn't 
available housing for people, so they can't 
afford to have a roof over their heads. 
Houses are being built for rich people, and 
money is being spent on the Olympics, like 
the convention centre." 

Wade said that a Vancouver court will 
rule Friday (October 19) on whether or not 
the people in the tent compound can stay 
longer on the city property. On that day, 
Kothari will be in Toronto, his next stop after 
Vancouver. The UN official said that he will 
hold a news conference in Ottawa on 
Monday (October 22) about his preliminary 
findings. His full report to the UN High 
Commissioner on Human Rights about how 


Canada is taking care of its homeless i is auc. = 


in four to five months. 


Reprinted from The Georgia Straight =— 










Homelessness in Canada 










2 The National Homeless Initiative, the 
federal secretariat directly responsible for 
addressing homelessness in Canada until 


fits scheduled closure in 2007, estimated 


|that 150,000 Canadians were homeless in 


Nearly one in seven users of emergency 


_ |shelters across Canada are children, and 


_jalmost one-third of Canada's homeless 
jpopulation are youths aged 16 to 24 years. 
| In Greater Vancouver, the number of 
homeless senior citizens almost tripled 
between 2002 and 2005. 

Aboriginal Canadians continue to be 
vastly overrepresented in homeless counts 
across the country. 

The 2005 Greater Vancouver Regional 


cent of all homeless people surveyed cited 
lack of income or cost of housing as the 
main cause of homelessness. 

The Canada-wide homeless population 
of 150,000 costs Canadian taxpayers 


social services, and emergency-shelter 
costs. 

One in seven Canadian households-1.7 
million-spent at least 30 percent of their 
income on housing and were considered to 


Source: Shelter-Homelessness in a 
{Growth Economy: Canada's 21st-Century 
_|Paradox, a report by Gordon Laird released 





District homeless count found that 66 per- | 


between $4.5 billion and $6 billion annual- } 
ly, inclusive of health care, criminal justice,} 








Sam Bernard, above, a vendor for 
Edmonton Street News and a recent resi- 
dent of Tent City, was among twenty- 
seven others who were invited to speak at 
a round table meeting with Miloon Kothari 
from the United Nations. Sam was home- 
less when he first starting working for the 
paper. He has an apartment now - a big 
one. Faye from Boyle MacCaulley Health 
Centre helped him get it he said. She was 
at the round table too. = 

Miloon Kothardi has been travelling 
the world, speaking to people about home- — 
lessness, and how Native issues and = 
woman’s rights might fit into it. 
Homelessness is a global crisis. Mr. : 
Kothardi challenges the question: Is home- — 
lessness the product of human rights vio- ~ 
lations? 

This would mean that Canadian poli- 
cies and laws are set up for the homeless 
people to fail in ways that make their very — 
existence illegitimate. This happens when ~ 
_ people without homes are given no place 

to sleep but are fined when their eyes 
| slam shut. They are given no place to pee 
and then arrested when they fail to stop 
he urination. They are told they need 
dentification to legitimately sell anything. 
But they cannot afford to pay for the I.D. — 
; Sam had one question when he arrived © 
at the meeting, “What is going to be done 
about it?” Then he told me, “Everyone who - 
talks, I have a question for them.” The 
-round table was not set up for questions. 
nstead each person, one by one, was 
sked to state the problem from their per- 
spective. Sam would be the second from 
the last to speak. 
“I cannot NOT ask the question,” he 
said, “I’m too mad about this s##t.. 
g Each person at the round table gave 
yet another way to consider homelessness 
and housing. Some stories went back a 
- hundred years. Not enough has changed 




































| since that time. 
At some point Sam finally decided he 
| needed to walk, to get outside. 
| “Iam very mad about this s##t,” he 
: said once more. We all were. I was physi- 
cally and emotionally drained by the time I 
left. My legs were wobbly. 

Sam made his point. “That’s the man 
we want at this table,” said an Aboriginal 
elder about Sam later in the meeting. “He 
knows.” Sam does know. He doesn’t need 
to hear what the problem is. He needs to 
hear what is being done about it. 

It was a fair challenge. Mr. Kodarthi 
has invited those attending the round 
table to send him a plan. He agrees with 
Sam. "It is time we move past discussing 
the problem," he said. His last question to 
the round table was, “Canada, what is 
being done about it?” By Gail Kelly 
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a our obligation to 
adequate housing. 

g at the Boyle Street 

Co-operative Saturday, October 


















hared their personal housing sto- 





e of the points made was that the 
thre evels of government are all pointing 
fingers at one another, rather than working 










spoke about the therapeutic value of having 
a home, a place that you can walk into and 
close the door. 

Shelley Williams, director of the Bissell 
Centre, talked about the Tent City situation. 
“The intent was always to disband tent city 
and not to house people. It was largely an 
Aboriginal issue.” She said. “The $4,000 
spent on the fence could have provided help 









y Allan Sheppard 

: You probably thought that Mike Nickel 

lost his council seat after coming third in 

the voting for Ward 5 in the recent civic 

election. 

Wrong! 

Clever Mike actually cloned himself and 

ran under an Italian-Canadian name in 

_ Ward 3, where his clone was elected, as 

_Tony Caterina. Which is good news for city 

_hall reporters in the local media. They still 

have their go-to guy when they need a flaky 

or outrageous quote to spice up an other- 

_wise routine story. In fact, Mike-Tony may 
prove to be more outrageous (and quotable) 

_than Mike. 

__He certainly made a good start by trying 

to revive a debate on expanding passenger 
operations at the City Centre Airport. (And 
we all thought that terminally ill puppy had 
been mercifully put to sleep long ago.) The 
man has a point, though: “Caterina said 
because the international airport is outside 
city boundaries, Edmonton gets no tax rev- 
enue from the growth of that airport,” 
(“Revive airport debate, new councillor 
urges,” Edmonton Journal, October 17). It’s 
just another example of how surrounding 
municipalities deprive Edmonton of the tax 
revenues it needs and deserves by concen- 
trating industrial activity just outside the 
city’s borders. The international airport 
exists and is growing because it serves 
Edmonton, not because it serves Leduc and 
Nisku (which are not unimportant or unin- 
volved, just not the focus of a bigger pic- 
ture). 

I don’t think restoring passenger service 
to the downtown airport is going to solve 
that problem though. The best answer, 
probably the only answer, is some form of 


ari heard from 28 people from a vari- 
encies and groups as well as individ- 


together on the problem. A number of people 





housing in Canada 


for campers to secure housing.” 
Chief Cameron Alexis from the Lubicon 
Band brought up the problems with reserve 


housing, and how some reserves have almost 
no money for housing while others, like those 


United Nations official looks into 


Miloon Kothari (right) 


in Hobema, have money from oil rights. His 
reserve receives $200,000 a year for housing. 


By Linda Dumont 


Heee’s baaaack! | : 


development for the region, which is only 
able to enjoy the industrial opportunities 
that exist in its fragmented parts because 
Edmonton is at its centre. The crazy-quilt 
pattern of non-planning that defines the 
Edmonton metropolitan area has its roots in 
the sins of previous provincial governments 
going back to Ernest Manning’s Social 
Credit regime during the first Alberta oil 
boom. Maybe it’s about time the province 
showed some imagination and leadership by 
forcing Edmonton and its neighbours to sort 
things out or have a solution imposed on 
them. We have an example of the potential 
benefits of a unified and co-ordinated 
approach. It’s called Calgary, which does not 
face the same challenges of Balkanization as 
Edmonton. 

You don’t think it will happen? Or 
could? I’m not optimistic, given the current 
inability of the Stelmach government to 
understand the problem, let alone do some- 
thing about it. But Iron-fisted Mike Harris 
survived a decision to force amalgamation 
on Toronto and many of its suburbs as pre- 
mier of Ontario. Stelmach might be able to 
do the same, but probably won't. (I remem- 
ber that Jan Reimer, who was not politically 
in tune with Premier Ralph Klein on many 
things, once said she could work with the 
former mayor of Calgary, mayor to former 
mayor, because he understood cities and 
their special needs. Stelmach clearly does 
not. And the inherent distortions of our 
unrepresentative electoral system mean that 
he doesn’t have to. As long as he keeps his 
rural supporters happy, he will win elec- 
tions.) 

Mike-Tony has another point worth not- 
ing: “Caterina said Ward 3 already is satu- 


PS ae ae eee ee 


amalgamation that rationalizes planning ead : 


rated with social housing and other special z 


forms of housing, and can't take any more,” 
(“Revive airport debate, new councillor 
urges,” Edmonton Journal, October 17). 

"It's not just the social housing,” adds 
Caterina as quoted in the Journal, “it's the 
low-rental, affordable -- anything with that 
prefix -- it's going to come to Ward 3...” 
Residents don’t want to see any more of that 
kind of housing, according to Caterina, “they — 
want to see normal housing." Well, don’t we 
all. 

But Caterina could be right when he 
suggests that Ward 3 carries and unfair pro- 
portion of low-cost housing in all its forms. 
It’s too bad citizens there see such housing 
as a burden, but they are probably only 
being realistic. And not necessarily unrea- 
sonable. Caterina does not say, though he 
certainly implies, that other wards should 
take on more of the affordable housing bur- ~ 
den. Wards 1, 2, and 4 already have a share — 
of such housing. Perhaps not a fair share, 
yet, compared to Ward 3, but a significant 
share. And they are represented by council- — 
lors who might support more, given the nec- ~ 
essary funding. ; 

It’s on the South Side, particularly in 
Ward 5, where the fight for more low-cost 
housing and services will be fought. It’s also © 
there that the greatest resistance will be 
found. Don Iveson ran a smart, creative 
campaign to unseat Mike Nickel. Low-cost 
housing and homelessness were prominent 
in his platform. But he will have to work 
harder and more creatively than he did to 
get elected, if he wants (and that is still an 
open question) to sell Ward 5 on the idea 
that it should be part of the solution to 
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The Learning link: Happiness 


When I ask people who live on the streets 
what they really want, many of them tell me 
they want a life of purpose and meaning. 
People who feel that their lives are meaning- 
ful are happier than those who think their 
lives suck. People who have happy, produc- 
tive lives have a good supply of happy chemi- 
cals — like serotonin and dopamine - in the 
frontal cortex of their brain, the frontal cor- 
tex is the part of the brain behind the fore- 
head. It deals with organizing, planning, and 
conscious decisions making. When we 
become depressed, are denied love or ways to 
be productive, are malnourished or sleep 
deprived, or are under profound stresses, 
then the happy chemicals are reduced. The 
result is lethargy, apathy, and a lack of 


meaning in our lives. 

People without homes have limited rea- 
sons or opportunities to plan and organize 
their world, so their frontal cortex is less 
active. The limbic system becomes active 
instead. This is particularly true for people 
who live on the streets, as the limbic system 
is responsible for survival drives (like eating, 
and fight or flight responses), in addition to 
emotions. But people cannot stay in survival 
drive indefinitely. It puts the body, mind, and 
spirit in hyper-drive and wears them down 
before their time. 

People who become depressed, or lose 
their happy chemicals for any reason, can 
fall into a slump. To get the serotonin back 
into the frontal cortex - to pull out of the 


key to health 


slump - it is helpful to stimulate the limbic 
cortex, which drapes over top of the limbic 
cortex below the frontal cortex. 

To stimulate the limbic cortex, to get happy, 
we can perform activities that tap both the 
limbic system and the frontal cortex at the 
same time. Acts that connect meaningfulness 
and planning serve to stimulate the limbic 
cortex and encourage the return of the sero- 
tonin and dopamine. It makes sense then, 
that programs intended for people who are 
depressed or homeless should be meaningful 
and purposeful. A few of the members of the 
roaming council siggested a program of arts 
crafts for the homeless. By Gail Kelly 


Third annual general meeting for the homeless held October 24 





Several homeless people made sugges- 
tions on ways to better meet the needs of the 
homeless and shared their stories at the 


third annual meeting for the street people 
who frequent the Whyte Avenue area and a 
number of the people who support them. The 
meeting was held at Calvary Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and culminated in a roast 
pork supper prepared by the church. Those 
present were asked to comment on life on 
the street and what they felt would be help- 
ful while living on the street. 

Phillip Dainard, a homeless resident of 
Whyte Avenue, spoke about the difficulty he 
has had in getting treatment for alcohol and 
drug addiction. “I’m trying to get off the 
street and have been trying to get into a 
treatment centre since March, but it is really, 
really hard when you live on the street,” he 
said. “There is a six week waiting period to 
get in, and you have to go through detox 
because you have to be clean and sober for 
five days before you go in. But you can’t get 
into detox - you have to phone every morn- 
hatetoeae every morning....Terry gave me a ref- 
erence, and I'll be getting in - it’s a place 
called Gunn Centre, where you can stay and 
there’s no alcohol and not drugs. 

“Everybody says ‘Go get a job.’ I can’t 
work when I’ve got all these problems. I’ve 
got to deal with the dope and alcohol first. 
Once you get on the street, it’s hard to get 
off. There’s the white plague- it’s crack. It’s 
everywhere.” I pan handle, I pick bottles, do 
odd jobs, and I sell street newspapers. I don’t 
need a lot of money living on the street, just 


enough to get by.” 
When asked about his future, Phillip was 
optimistic. “The sky’s the limit!” he said. 
Mike, who is also homeless, came up 
with a wish list. He said that everyone in the 
group at his table wants a laundry facility, 
showers, food, health care, storage facilities, 
and overnight shelters on the south side. At 
present, most of the care giving agencies and 
shelters are located in the inner city. His 


Continued from page 5 _ 
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Wish him well. We need him to succee 

Ward 5, and to lend his support to initia 

in the city as a whole. — 
And welcome to other new councillor 

Amerjeet Sohi in Ward 5 and Ben I 

in Ward 4. Sohi ran on a platform tk 


emphasized a long-overdue upgra g of 


transit service in Edmonton. Henderson has _ 


group also saw the need for a south side 
detox centre. 

Lorraine Swan, a homeless woman, 
spoke about the need for safety on the street. 
“When I am alone, I’m scared. I feel safe if 
I’m with people.” 

Jim said he has been on the street for 15 
months. He just lost his camp because the 
police came and asked him to leave. He 
said, “On the street, I have to sleep wherever 
I can. I can sleep outside until it’s minus 20 
but beyond that, it’s just too cold.” 

The criminalization of the homeless 
through tickets issued for trespassing, litter- 
ing, drinking in public and other offenses 
directly related to homelessness were also 
mentioned. 


By Linda Dumont 
















paid his dues by running and losing at least : 


two times previously in Ward 4 and asa 


long-time leader and catalyst in Edmonton’s  * 
arts community. He also made housing and 


homelessness a key part of his platform, and 
I believe he will work hard and effectively on 
that brief. eee a : 
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Different but 


e.) 
With friends in 
overnment like 
ese...Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 


Iris Evans is the MLA for Sherwood Park 
and Minister of Employment, Immigration 
and Industry in the provincial government. 
Due to the unfortunate (perverse?) habit of 
Edmontonians not to elect their fair share of 
Progressive Conservative MLAs, Evans has 
sometimes been pointed to (“fingered” might 
be a better way to put it) as one of 
Edmonton’s representatives in cabinet. 
Which in turn leads us to an overwhelming 
question: Which community was Evans rep- 
resenting when the cabinet (or the premier) 
decided on a process for distributing infra- 
structure money to municipalities that gives 
$415 per capita to Sherwood Park and $335 
to Edmonton? If ever there was a question 
that answers itself, that is it. 

You might call it LAMBY: looking after my 
(Evans’s, in this case) back yard. There’s noth- 
ing wrong with that. It’s what Evans was elect- 
ed to do. And as a cabinet min- 
ister and one of the few mem- 
bers of Ralph Klein’s caucus 
who supported Ed Stelmach’s 
bid for leadership of the 
Progressive Conservatives from 
the beginning, she has some 
markers due from her good 
friend and former fellow reeve of 
a rural municipality. Politics is 
a game of give and get, and 
Evans has played a _ good 
enough hand recently to deliver 
the best on both sides of that 
equation—to Stelmach in his 
leadership bid and for Evans 
and her constituents afterward. 
But she has no right, in the cir- 


Which 





community was 
Evans represent- 
ing when the 
cabinet (or the 
premier) decided 


on a process for 


scrupulously fair in a funding formula that 
treats all Alberta jurisdictions and citizens 
equally (“All Albertans treated equally in 
funding deal,” Edmonton Journal, September 
22, 2007). That’s the same tired rationale 
that governments (mostly, but not exclusive- 
ly, ultra-conservative governments) trot out 
when they don’t have the wit, imagination, or 
courage to recognize and respond to signifi- 
cant and legitimate differences among people 
and jurisdictions and set meaningful priori- 
ties around those differences. There are 
many situations when treating everyone the 
same way (“equally,” as the premier would 
have it) is to discriminate unfairly against 
some or many of them. We don’t (or should- 
n't) treat children and seniors, healthy people 
and sick people, the disabled and those with- 
out disabilities, rich people and poor people 
(to mention but a few) in same way. We treat 
them equally only if we respond to their 
unequal needs in appropriately different 
ways. As we should. As we must. 

Think of the Edmonton metropolitan area 
as a wheel. The city of Edmonton is the hub, 
and the surrounding municipalities— 
Sherwood Park, Strathcona County, Fort 
Saskatchewan, Sturgeon County, St. Albert, 
Parkland County, Spruce Grove, Calmar, 
Leduc, Nisku, Leduc County—are the spokes. 
The hub is critical to the strength and effec- 
tiveness of the wheel. Yet the province has 
embarked on a strategy that favours the 
spokes at the expense of the hub. The spokes 
are important, too. But the hub provides cer- 
tain common capacities, functions, and sup- 
ports that are shared by all the spokes. The 
current policy treats Edmonton, the hub, as 
if it were a spoke, like all the 
other spokes, or as the pre- 
mier would have it, equal to 
all other spokes. So much 
for equality. So much for 
fairness. So much for jus- 
tice. So much for a wheel 
that can and will go 
nowhere. The wheel is bro- 
ken. Somebody needs to fix 
it. 

The current formula 
runs 180 degrees against 
another favourite conserva- 
tive mantra: Don’t reward 
bad behaviour. It rewards 
predatory municipalities for 
striking sweetheart deals 
with industries to attract 


cumstances, to be regarded as distributing their tax-generating capaci- 
one of Edmonton’s representa- | ties away from Edmonton to 
tives in cabinet. infrastructure their own jurisdictions, 

To be fair, I don’t recall starving Edmonton of need- 
hearing or reading that Evans money to ed tax revenues in the 
has ever made such a claim process. This has been going 
herself. But apologists for the municipalities on for 50 years or more. 


current government have used 
her in that way. 

The real question, of course, 
is What happened to Dave 
Hancock? He was, for several 
months, Edmonton’s only true 
representative in cabinet. We 
can only assume that as an 


that gives $415 
per capita to 


Sherwood Park 


As politics, the premier’s 
strategy may make sense: 
this government, even more 
than its predecessors, is 
biased toward rural con- 
stituencies and priorities. 
But it is bad policy. 

What can we do? Vote 


early opponent to Stelmach in inst the PC i d 
the PC leadership race, he still and $335 to piethent Rees hee 
has to establish loyalty to the 2 doing as they have done so 
premier in a cabinet that is Edmonton? far? Or vote for them next 


built around demonstrations of 

loyalty. If he couldn’t find it in 

himself to say anything good about the policy, 
it may be a good time to say nothing. 

If Dave Hancock is still on the loyalty 
bubble, the position of Gene Zwozdesky, 
newly returned to cabinet as a junior minis- 
ter after having been banished to the back 
benches for supporting the wrong candidate 
in the leadership contest, is even more tenu- 
ous. That may explain why he has made 
public statements defending the fairness to 
Edmonton of the funding formula and 
process. 

It may explain it, but it does not excuse 
it. Career considerations aside, who else can 
and might stand up for Edmonton in cabinet, 
if not Hancock and Zwozdesky? Zwozdesky is 
a special disappointment. I’ve given him 
credit in the past for having the courage to 
take risks and take unpopular positions 
when he has to. But courage in defence of 
the indefensible is not courage. At best, it is 
foolhardy. At worst... 

Premier Stelmach says he is just being 


time and reward them for 

treating Edmonton (and 
Calgary, to a lesser extent) unfairly and 
unreasonably. That’s known as a Hobson’s 
choice, which is no choice at all: we lose 
either way. 

Why does this matter? Because the kinds 
of services provided uniquely by the city 
include (but are not limited to) things like 
low-cost housing, affordable public trans- 
portation, and services for the homeless and 
the poor. These will be the first to be 
squeezed and starved due to lack of funding 
from the province. Hey, if you had just won a 
seat in the recent civic election, what would 
you make your priority? Building roads and 
fixing potholes? Or improving opportunities 
and services for the poor and homeless? 

Or you could always move to Sherwood 
Park, where there are no homeless, there is 
no low-cost housing, and the streets are 
paved with gold. (Or soon will be.) 

Only in Alberta, you say. 


Pity. 


Love is Michelle 


Love is practically God on earth - 

Our last embrace, 

We held a small love larger than life. 
Inside my heart your heart is there, 
Michelle, your golden eyes still shine upon 
my tears. 

A real mother to your children in this deep 
emotion; 

Vl never quit thinking of you alone. 


You left me a past memory. 


Roses are now heavy with bloom; 
We walked hand in hand 
Smiled at each other with a whisper, 
Held each other with our hearts. 
We walked up a hill and down that same 
hill. 
There’s a fire burning in my heart 
And love is not working anymore. 
What a life this could be - 
I had my own demons to deal with 
And I couldn’t believe a prediction. 
How I miss you today, 
Now and forever, 
A minute here, then gone with the wind 
May God hold Michelle with love 
Believe me, God, I'll stand strong 
Only you can take me away. 
Love is Praise. 
Love is Michelle. 
By Dennis Okeynan 
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PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


TIME TO REMEMBER 


It was long ago and far away, but we remember it still. At 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month of 1918 the Great War ended, the War to End All 
Wars as it was thought at the time. There have unfortu- 
nately been many wars since, but we continue to set aside 
November 11 as a day of Remembrance. 


| recently joined with the Polish Combatants Association, 
Edmonton Branch, as they celebrated 60 years of service 
to our community. It was a privilege for me to share in the 
event and bring greetings from Veterans Affairs Minister 
Greg Thompson and our government. In the past | have 
visited European battlefields at Monte Cassino and Falaise 
Gap, where Canadian and Polish troops fought together for 
the cause of freedom. 


That struggle for freedom is an ongoing one, as we are 
well aware from the reports of Canadian soldiers serving in 
Afghanistan. Our men and women in uniform are serving 
this nation with distinction as they serve the Afghan peo- 
ple, bringing democracy to that nation. 


Every November 11 Canadians pause and reflect on war 
and peace and the sacrifices Canadians and others have 
made for our freedoms in the world’s wars. It is important 
to look back at our past, at sacrifices made in WWI, WWII 
and Korea as well as in various UN peacekeeping and 
NATO missions. 


This November 11, | will be remembering with gratitude 
those who have served Canada with such distinction and 
those 100,000 Canadians who served and never came 
home. 


| am so thankful that there have been men and women 
willing to sacrifice for the good of our society, to preserve 
our freedom. 


What do you think? 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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__ Vendor: Vivian 
_ Can be found at the Old 
Strathcona Farmers’ Market 


Can’t find Edmonton Street News 


on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 


Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 


9533-106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H OS9 
i) Yes, Please send me Edmonton Street News. 
Name 


























Address 

City <a tite Pie REOVIIC] 
Postal Code 

Telephone CC @ Maal 


Keep Edmonton Street News on the Street. 
Become a sponsor. 

Edmonton Street News provides employment for those who are margin- 
alized by poverty through publication of a newspaper that is sold on the 
street by vendors. Vendors purchase papers for 50 cents a copy, then sell 
them for the price of a donation. 

Edmonton Street News is produced by a group of volunteers. Money is 
needed to pay for printing costs.and to cover other expenses such as ven- 
dor badges, stamps, envelopes, gas, printer cartridges, bank fees, etc. 


We are looking for monthly sponsors and other donations to cover these 
expenses. 
(CJ I want to donate $600 to cover printing costs for one month. 


[_] 1 want to donate $ per month to help pay for 
production costs. 
The names of all donors will be published in the December issue each 
year unless donors wish to remain anonymous. 
Our vendors are depending on you. 


Please send donations to: 
Edmonton Street News Society 
9533 - 106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TS5H 1C5 





